
Last autumn,nearly 500 of Hollywood’s most fashionable and
chic gathered at the exclusive Beverly Hills Hotel for one of
the year’s most anticipated events—no, not that otherparty
held the “Night Before” the Oscars,but the hugely successful
Third Annual “Hollywood Bag Ladies Lupus Luncheon.”
Created and sponsored by Lupus LA,the West Coast division
of the S.L.E.Lupus Foundation,the November 16th event
raised more than $200,000 for lupus research.

The charity luncheon and auction honored two special indi-
viduals for their strong support of Lupus LA:Lisa Gregorisch-

Dempsey,Senior Executive
Producer of the syndicated
entertainment newsmagazine,
EXTRA,and Julia van Hees-
Aidner, a noted fashion and
lifestyle columnist.

When it was time for the
auction to begin,a surprise
guest auctioneer stepped forward in her pink Versace croco-
dile shoes—Sharon Stone! Equally dramatic and hilarious,she
even auctioned the Versaces right off her feet! 

Guests bid on more than 200 new, gently used and vintage
handbags donated by celebrities such as Ms.Stone, Katie
Couric, Courteney Cox, Jessica Simpson,Jennifer Aniston,and
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Reese Witherspoon.They also bid on designer bags from
Jimmy Choo, Fendi,Jamah,Valentino, and Escada.The luncheon
featured a fashion show by Donald J Pliner, with special sur-
prise runway model,Paula Abdul.

The “Hollywood Bag Ladies Lupus Luncheon” attracted such
celebrities as Melissa Joan Hart (Sabrina,The Teenage Witch);
Rachael Blanchard (7th Heaven); Sara Rue (Less Than Perfect);
Leeza Gibbons (Leeza Live); Sherri Shepherd (Everybody Loves
Raymond); Morgan Fairchild (Friends); Linda Dano (One Life To
Live); Julie Benz (Angel); Danica McKellar (West Wing); Kathy
Hilton (mom of Paris and Nicky);and Marla Maples Trump.

The event was co-chaired by Noah Alexander, Peri Ellen
Berne, Carrie Brillstein,Marla Paxson and Janice Wallace, and
produced by Adam Selkowitz,Lupus LA president,and Pamela
Sharp, head of Lupus LA media relations.Event sponsors
included The Hollywood Reporter and
PacifiCare.
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An Evening of Love, 
Light & Laughter

Lupus LAis gearing up for its annual spring gala and premier
fundraising event,“An Evening of Light,Love & Laughter”to be
held on Thursday,May 11,2006 at the famed Beverly Hills Hotel
on Sunset Boulevard.Actor Jason Alexander (Seinfeld) will be
MC for the night that includes a cocktail hour, formal dinner,and
a special performance by Glenn Frey of The Eagles.The gala rais-
es hundreds of thousands of dollars in support of the Lupus
Research Institute, the nation’s preeminent sponsor of innova-
tive,novel lupus research.

For tickets and more information,contact Mina Sung of Sharp
Associates at 310-652-7770 orvisit www.LupusLA.org .
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Los Angeles Scientists Unco ver Links
to Hear t Disease in Lupus
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A form of typically "good" high density lipoprotein
(HDL) cholesterol—pro-inflammatory HDL (piHDL)—
behaves adversely in many people with lupus,according
to groundbreaking research funded by the Lupus
Research Institute (LRI).

Rather than encouraging cardiovascular health,it appears
that piHDL can lead to clogging and hardening of the
arteries (atherosclerosis) and heart disease in people

with lupus and rheumatoid arthritis. LRI-
funded investigators Bevra Hahn,MD, chief
of the division of rheumatology at the
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA,
and Maureen McMahon,MD, and colleagues
reported these valuable findings at the
annual meeting of the American College of
Rheumatology in November 2005.

The good news for people with lupus is
that this menacing type of cholesterol is easily measured
and may provide just the sign (known as a biomarker)
for determining who is at increased risk for heart-dam-
aging blockages.

“In two years,or sooner, a test may be available to
screen for piHDL in people with lupus,” notes Dr. Hahn,
and those found to be at increased risk can then be
started on life-saving preventative treatments such as
cholesterol-lowering statin drugs.

Mor e Research Urg entl y Needed
Women with lupus are about 7 to 10 times more likely
than women without the disease to suffer a heart attack
or stroke—just two of the numerous serious health
problems confronting the estimated 1.5 million
Americans with this chronic autoimmune disease.

The LRI funds more than $2 million in novel investiga-
tions in cardiovascular research. It is supported by the
S.L.E.Lupus Foundation,Lupus LA and members of the
LRI National Coalition across the country.Altogether,
$14.5 million in private sector funding from the LRI sup-
ports more than 56 scientists pursuing basic and clinical
research studies at leading medical institutions around
the country. Information about the LRI can be found at
www.LupusResearchInstitute .org .
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